
STROM THURMOND
SOUTH CAROLINA
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ARMED SERVICES
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February 10, 1993
DOCKET F!LE COpy ORIGINAL

Mr. Stephen Klitzman, Associate Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Klitzman:

RECEIVED

MAR:;8' f99l
FEDERAl. C<».IMUfviCPJiWS f;V~;jMjSSlON

CfFICE OF THE SECR~;MV

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of just one
letter of many that I am receiving from my constituents, which
addresses their concerns regarding radio control in the 72-76 MHz
band. Perhaps this input will be helpful in adopting final rules
that meet your objectives of expanding capacity for private land
mobile radio users with minimal or no harm to all existing users
of the spectrum.

With kindest regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

~
Strom Thurmond
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January 28, 1993

TI,e rlc;r-ol-ab1e U. S. Sen, St I.'om TIiunl\()!yl
218 Russell Senate Office Bui Id'J(:<l
Ww:~hir;;rton. D.C. 2Cl510

FEDERAl. r,J','I!:,NiCATIC*JS r, '1',1'83100
CfF~E CfTHE StCHE:i\HY

;)incerely,~~\~~

I have been an avid aviation enthusiilst for many years with a strong liking for RIC
Mcx'lek' in particuldt-, T lklV' , h',,'n inv()lved tn th.i~": hobby for approximately 20 years. I
,-'lwn fkveral radios and approximdt'~;y ten model airplanes. I am. very active in a local
c] ub whose membe:r3 enjoy C()m,~t111(·tj nt;:l ,'md operating radio-controlled model airplanes as

well as providing an outlet fc)}:' the y()uth of our community.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently l.ll'"der consideration
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted the new rule wi 11 gr'eatly reduce the usabil i ty of frequencies currently assigned
for RIC model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability.

Ow- radio frequencief3 lett',' ill the 77;,·76 MHz bancl. TIJis band. is primarily used for
pi 'ivat-,> Janel mobile i"lispatch ,)pl"ld1j')li:'-L However. our radio control frequencies in this
LJ<::mcl bl'C f,'u' enough '''I[JflYt from UI'" ],-:)riC] IwJ!yile frequencies that we have been able to
~3hare t.he band without either Il:":~f> interfering with the ot.her.

111e Notice of PYopo~;'jcl Rill (~ r"'klki r)(J (NPPM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of
your 111es with a new Part 88. 1':\:1.rt 90 allowfj for sa.fe use of RIC aircraft and surface
lIlID!":l:: by keepinq 10 1\11.2 spdcin~J bc:tween fixed commercial users and frequencies used by
R/C 8LU1u'3iasts. The new Fart 80 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz
of fn:<:ruencies available to u::-' , eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels
on thE 72 MHz band and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band now used by
hobbyi st.s. As one cem see thi~:j n'eJuce:3 the number of usable frequencies available for
R/C uE:tge from 50 t.o 19. In fFlc'·. more c\vlrmels will likely be affected.

\onen we fly our mocle] flnp]'"lfl"<;: under Yddio control, we go to great lengths to
d:C-::31.lY'F the :,::afety of tlv'~ ('!l';\,'ltOl:: ,CI1Kl ·by:3ta.nders and the protection of property. Many
(,f (,In :-:nfety pYHCf\I.JI.. ll ..,rr ..: inv",:vl" The C;iu-ecul coonJini'\tion and use of the radio control
!) "IIII'I(:ie~3, If ih,,' n1.Ulll'lt.,j ,01 1\:,.11,1 (: It '-'r'jI.l"~l'Icie~:3 i:;:; diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the n'·l1a1nin<.:1 rr'equl:oJIC]I":'3 Wl i 1 !lI"",J!It" I:OII(.jf-':~t,ed cllld the margin of safety will be greatly
dl,:"crea3pd.

Flease undpn:;tancl tlVtl fliany 11l(Xl,.~] '4upL:ines under rddio control have wing spans up
1" h"l- feet and \-;ei'Jh d~1 much ,'I:: Ulii,l,y "l' forty pounds. The mcxiels themselves are
<--':.::p(~n~: i ve to bu; lel; 1)1r!' mon.''''') 1.11(: point. they (ire capable of causing property damage,
:'I"li nu:; i njw'y. 01 ('VI:'J) (h,-:dth i r I" del J (~) i nterferenct". causes the 'operator to lose control
n1' the craft. We ofb;~n f1 y '-'UI' rn.-de L: ,oJ! oy<:.,ranized event.s and. contests where h\..1l"rlreds
of open:\t01"S part icipate. W,"~ rv"ud tht'; u'O';e of ow~ full complement of radio frequencies
in otD3r to assure a ~3(-)fe flyirYJ (·'J·jv·iY")liD)f"nl:.

I do not think it is w:i;:::;e of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of
1;'tlll] Ii )bi 1e y,=td'je, 11:':;(;1:: dl th,' (';'I')I'lY::~': ('If 1,'\clio c'ontrol modelers. The FCC may not think
W(' ,'j],:: a:3 important df.': bU:::-;Jne::::::-: U::it:~l'::; c)f radios, but we have a considerable investment
i I: ("I .It· me-de 1~=::; .,,\nc] in our r,'ld i <:' (>(flli i,wont The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
tll()ll.>:-lld~) l:)f pe,,!,l,,' l ..ike Illy::;"lf .'11,d 1"'lll1 ihutes to the advancement and development of
the c:onmerc 1,3.1 dvid.t ion inch,t·.::! t·;! ,

Please help me conUnUF' I]I'~ :3,'1[',,: cnjoymenL of my pastime by not allowing the FCC
to cat··y out its proposal PI;' Dock,:,t 9;~-:7.35 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your
help u>gent1y becatlse the FO-:-: lid:; ,'1 d'':'adhnf'~ of February 26. 1.99.3 after which it may
h.,oC'.'Ine more di ffjcult to .,\v(,id lvil t.i ncr U1H:=,P propo:3a1 s from going into effect.

II
John K. Radcliffe
2500 Parkland Drive
Florence, SC 29501


